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thought war inevitable, since the Germans and English
were too big to inhabit the earth together, but it made no
difference to our friendship. We thought the war, when
it came, would be an affair of a few weeks, or at most of
a few months. And there are still lunatics holding the
same views... .

This Rhineland of 1902 was very clean, very prosperous,
proud, polite; a wonderful country, as it still is. One
took off one's hat on entering a shop. After lunch one
bowed to the lady of the house, saying, " Mahlzeit!" The
Uhlan taught me to stand as stiff as a poker and click
my heels.

On the evening of the last day of the great manoeuvres,
at which the Kaiser had been present, I sat with my
Uhlan in a restaurant at a table adjoining that of some
dozen resplendent Death's Head Hussars, who clinked
their coloured glasses to Der Tag. . . .

That night, before I left for England, I translated
GeibeFs Rheinsage:

Am Rhein, am grilnen Rhcine,
Das ist so mild in der Nacht,
Die Rebenhilgel lie gen
In goldner Mondcspracht. . . .

By Rhine, the verdant Rhine,
So mild in evening light,

Under a golden moon
The vineyards He at night.

And far to Aachen's nave

Comes scents of fruit and vine,
Deep to the Kaiser's grave,
To stir Mm in his shrine.

Then on the grape-hills green,
Girl by a mighty sword,
With crown, and crimson shift,
A tall ghost goes abroad,